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    Step into the dawn of a global era alongside 
Dorothy Forrant. From the industrial backdrop 
of Ware, Massachusetts, the 1925 high school 
graduate and skilled typist answered a pivotal 
moment in history, joining the US Diplomatic 
Team for the Sixth Pan-American Conference 
in Havana. Her subsequent Foreign Service 
career unfolded across the globe, a striking 
departure from her humble origins. 

  This 200-page hardcover memoir, featuring 
Dorothy's letters and photographs from a 
century past, provides a unique window into 
Depression-era challenges and her own 
personal triumphs. Compiled and narrated by 
her son Michael Blackledge, Dorothy’s well-
documented life offers compelling historical 
and personal interest. 

Readers will find in Dorothy both a tremendously likeable young woman with every day 
cares about clothes, beaux and, of course, money (it was the Great Depression, after all) 
—and an admirably ambitious striver who, in her quest to “make good,” travels the globe 
as a secretary in the U.S. Foreign Service, navigating shipwrecks, ski slopes, and high 
society galas with equal aplomb.   

   -  Carla Genoni, Editor and Educator  
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