Characters 
From

Eudora Welty’s

The Optimist’s Daughter

Laurel (“Polly”) McKelva Hand – Judge McKelva’s daughter; slender, quiet-faced woman in her mid-forties; a designer of fabrics in Chicago; a widow.
Judge Clinton McKelva – Laurel’s father; tall, heavy man of 71; lived in Mount Salus, Mississippi.

Wanda Fay (Chisom) McKelva – Judge McKelva’s wife for the last year and a half; several years younger than Laurel.

Dr. Nate Courtland – eye specialist originally from Mount Salus, practicing medicine in New Orleans.

Becky (Thurston) McKelva – Judge McKelva’s first wife; Laurel’s mother; died 10 years ago.

Mrs. Martello – late duty nurse in the hospital in New Orleans.

Mr. Dalzell – a fellow-Mississippian who shared Judge McKelva’s room in the hospital.
Adele Courtland – Dr. Courtland’s sister in Mount Salus; Laurel’s first-grade teacher and neighbor as a child.

Tish Bullock – one of Laurel’s six bridesmaids; a divorcée.
Mr. Pitts – the undertaker.

Tennyson Bullock – Tish’s mother; Laurel’s mother’s (Becky’s) oldest friend; president of the Garden Club.

Major Rupert Bullock – Tish’s father; an old friend of Judge McKelva.

Missouri – McKelva’s maid.

Dot Daggett – Judge McKelva’s private secretary.

Old Mrs. Pease – next-door neighbor
Mrs. Chisom – Wanda Fay’s mother from Madrid, Texas.

Sis – Mrs. Chisom’s daughter; Fay’s sister; her husband is Duffy.
Bubba Chisom – Fay’s brother; his wife is Irma.

Wendell – a seven-year old boy; Mrs. Chisom’s grandson; Bubba’s son.

The Mayor

Verna Longmeier – the sewing woman.

Thelma Frierson – worked at the courthouse.

Dr. Woodson – Judge McKelva’s old friend and doctor.

Old Mr. Chisom – Sis’ and Fay’s grandpa.

Tom Farris – Mount Salus’ blind man; piano tuner.

Dr. Bolt – the Presbyterian minister.

Mrs. Bolt – the minister’s wife.

DeWitt Chisom – Fay’s brother in Madrid.

Roscoe – Fay’s dead brother.
Philip Hand – Laurel’s husband; an Ohio country boy; an architect; naval officer; MIA in the Pacific during WWII.

Gert – one of the six bridesmaids.

Mr. Cheek – the perennial jack-leg carpenter who appeared in spring.

